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President’s Message 
 

Being mid-October as I write this message, we have 9 hours of daylight and 
15 hours of darkness. We’ll have turned our clocks back the first Sunday in 
November, so the darkness continues.  However, November is a month of 
heartwarming reunions, golden landscapes and the anticipation of winter’s 
embrace. Enjoy that Thanksgiving turkey, leek soup, pumpkin pie....whatever 
your gastronomic traditions, wishing a blessed family/friends celebration to 
all! 

 
 

Jill 
 

Jill Betters,     
 
President  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To actively promote and engage our 
members' appreciation of the outdoors, 
our love of skiing, travel, and adventure.

Checkout the 
Board Member 
Introductions on 
page 6 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

OCTOBER 2023 
 

Membership Meeting  
• Wednesday, November 1st, 6:30-8:00pm  

• Roanoke Country Club 

• 3360 Country Club Dr NW, Roanoke  

• Program:  Tips for traveling light or 

how not to be a Sherpa Traveler 

• Cash Bar, Light Appetizers 

• RSVP required (closed October 25th) 

 

Happy Hour 
• Tuesday, November 21st, 5:30 pm  

• Crab Du Jour, Bar Area 

• 4765 Valley View Boulevard, Roanoke 

• Emily Hurst hosting 
 

 
 

EVENTS 
• November 4-5: Ski Swap at Roanoke Mountain Adventures, See page 3. 

• November – December: Operation Warm.  See page 4. 

 

FUTURE EVENTS – DECEMBER 2023 
 

 

Happy Hour 
Monday, December 18, 5:30pm  

Hotel Roanoke, 1882 Lobby Bar  

Host:  Emily Hurst    

 
 
 
 

Stay tuned for upcoming fun fall events! 
 

Keep an eye on the Facebook Page for last minute events we may put together!   

 

Please assess your own risk with regard to participating in RSAC activities. 

https://roanokeskiclub.org/event-5393372
https://roanokeskiclub.org/event-5405767


 

 

Newsletter November 2023 
   

 

3 

 
Contact Details: RoanokeMountainAdventures.com; phone (540) 525-8295 

Address: 806 Wasena Ave. SW, Roanoke  

http://roanokemountainadventures.com/
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Happy Fall 
The holidays are almost here and RSAC is starting the Annual Warm Winter 

Coat Campaign for Roanoke City Schools.  
 

PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR $5,000 GOAL 

You can donate with a credit card by clicking the button below  

or by mailing a check to: 

Operation Warm 

210 South Main Street, Blacksburg VA 24060 

The children thank you for your continued support! 
 

  

 Donate Here

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/operation-warm-inc/team-up-with-roanoke-ski-and-adventure-club-28da7c9d-affe-4142-b554-f32cf0117d5e
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

 

 

PATRICIA HIRST 

 

BONNIE & ELANA PEISNER 

 

DENISE SCHERTZ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Members, please reach out to these new 
members and welcome them to the club. 
 
Total Active Members:  445 
 

If you need help with your online profile, please contact me. 
 

Susan Young 

Membership Director  
rkeski.membership@gmail.com 

mailto:rkeski.membership@gmail.com
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Board Member Introductions 
 

RSAC has a 13-member Board. Each month we'll introduce a few…… 

 

DAVE COHAN, Treasurer 

Dave has been a RSAC member since 2005, serving as President from 
2006-2008, Trip Director from 2016-2018, and Treasurer from 2014-
2016 and 2021-present.  Dave and his wife Melinda (our Secretary) 
love leading ski and adventure trips – they have led RSAC trips to 
Banff, Timberline/Canaan, Innsbruck/Munich, Italian Alps/Venice, 
Jackson Hole, Steamboat, Lake Tahoe, Telluride, Snowmass/Aspen, 
Alpe d’Huez, and South Africa, and are looking forward to leading the 
club’s trip to New Zealand/Sydney in 2024!  Dave is from New Jersey, 
majored in Psychology and minored in Music at Rutgers, then attended 
law school at UVA.  After practicing law for 4 years in Virginia Beach, 
Dave spent 12 years as a camp director at Wilderness Adventure at 
Eagle Landing in Craig County before dusting off his law degree in 
2006.  He was a corporate lawyer with Gentry Locke for 7 years, and 
has been in-house general counsel for Associated Asphalt since 
2013.  Dave has been collecting beer bottles since he was 18, and his 
collection is now up to 1,700!  He welcomes donations. 

 

DON HANLEY, Past Director 

Don grew up in Silver Spring, Maryland.  Upon graduating from 
college, he became a Naval Aviator with the U.S. Marine Corps.   After 
a tour in Vietnam, he finished his service with 3 additional years in 
Hawaii and resettled in Los Angeles.  
While in LA, he married his lovely wife, Lois, and set out on a career 
path in financial planning with IDS/American Express. Training began 
in Boston, followed by relocation to St. Simons Island, Georgia. Don 
and Lois came to the Roanoke area from GA in 2001 and joined the 
RSAC in 2014. He became Club president in 2019-20 at the beginning 
of the great pandemic. He and Lois have traveled numerous 
times abroad with the Club, but Switzerland, Croatia & 
Italy’s Amalfi Coast stand out as the most exciting.  “Each year we get 
more and better offerings! This Club of ours has provided us many 
truly great experiences!” Don currently serves as Past Director. 
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 

 

Two events are being planned: a November hike and a game night.  Watch for 

the email blast to sign up!   

 

Cathy Kern 

Activities Director   
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NEWS 
 

Members Meeting at Roanoke Country Club, October 4th  

121 members attended the meeting, to enjoy the food, socialization and the information 
given. Dave Cohan spoke about traveler's insurance, answering questions from the ‘walking 
wounded’ Dr. Al.  

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

PHOTO Credits 

Cyndi DeNeal 
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Happy Hour at Jersey Lily’s, October 19th  

Over 35 RSAC members enjoyed their evening at Jersy Lily's Roadhouse.  The bar area is  

perfect for happy hour and discussions about upcoming trips.  There were several complaints 

about slow service due to staffing issues but everyone still enjoyed a wonderful evening.  

Emily Hurst, host  

 

 

   

PHOTO Credits 

Emily Hurst, Clive Hillyard 
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SKI TRIPS 2024 
 

  

*** WINTER IS HERE*** 
 
Many Ski Resorts out West are opening this month! 
 
Our Winter Park and Snowbasin Trips are sold out.  
 
BUT.....You can still ski with us in Utah Feb 25th - March 2nd. 
 
We Still Have a few open spots for the Snowbird – Alta Trip.  
Stay 6 nights at one of the club's favorites, the 4-star Cliff Lodge located on the 
slopes at Snowbird. Exceptional luxury with your own private heated ski lockers, 
spectacular Aerie Rooftop Lounge and fabulous breakfast buffet. Known for their 
deep powder, ski both world famous resorts by easily crossing over the top of the 
mountain from the Baldy Chairlift. A one-of-a-kind experience, the 600-foot 
Peruvian Tunnel, allowing access to Mineral Basin through the only ski tunnel in 
North America. 
 
The Ski Trip to Austria is no longer being offered through the club but you can still 
participate directly through the travel agent. If you are interested in 
Kitzbuhel Austria with a side trip to Innsbruck. Please contact the Ski Trip Director 
for contact details. 
 
Calling all skiers to please donate to the RSAC Operation Warm Campaign.  
Help us provide Warm Winter Coats for our underprivileged Roanoke City 
School Children. Donate a coat and pass on our excitement for winter play! 
 

 

Marla Kemsey 

Ski Trip Director  
 
 
 

Where do snowmen get the weather report? 
 

The Winter-net. 

 
 
 

 

https://roanokeskiclub.org/page-18156
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2024 SKI TRIPS SUMMARY 

  

Winter Park  
January 27 – February 3, 2024 

Trip Leader: Ted Borny 
 

This trip is full. 
 

 

 

 

 

Snowbird - Alta 
February 25– March 2, 2024 
Trip Leader: Marla Kemsey 

 
This trip has openings. 

 

 

 

 

 
Snowbasin, Powder Mountain 

February 25– March 2, 2024 
Trip Leader: Marla Kemsey 

 
This trip is full. 

 
 
 
 

 
Since the Snowbasin 
trip is full, there are 
no more openings for 
the two-week trip. 

https://roanokeskiclub.org/page-18156
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Ski%20Trips/Winter%20Park%202024%20flyer.pdf
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Ski%20Trips/Snowbird%202024%20Flyer.pdf
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Ski%20Trips/Snowbasin%202024.pdf
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ADVENTURE TRIPS 2024 

 

Hi Travelers, 
 
Hooray!!!  
We have completed our 2023 Adventure Trips, and it is safe to say the trips were 
a success. Yes, we did encounter COVID on all the international trips (Caribbean, 
France, Scotland & Italy) and we had some issues with airlines and hotels, but 
all in all our travelers had a good time. They have submitted their trip surveys and 
we have compiled the data so we can put together future trips for our membership 
that are even better. Thank you so much to all our 2023 Travelers. 
  
I get excited every time I think about our list of Adventure Trips for 2024. Currently 
we have seven trips scheduled and all of them are international. Our original first 
trip was to be in April 2024 to Egypt & The Nile River, however this trip is now 
under reconsideration due to current events in the Mid-East Region. The Board 
of Directors has until December 1, 2023, to decide whether to cancel or postpone 
this trip to April 2025. (PLEASE SEE A STATEMENT FROM THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS BELOW). The remainder of the 2024 schedule picks up with our 
May trip to Iceland, a June Trip to Southern France/Provence, an August Trip to 
Slovenia/Croatia, a September trip to Greece, an October Trip to Spain, and 
closes with a November trip to New Zealand/Sydney. All these trips except the 
Spain trip in October are currently full. The board of Directors weren’t sure if the 
club membership would support so many trips and I am so happy to know that 
you really want to travel, travel, travel.  
 
Don’t hesitate to sign-up for trip wait lists. Just contact the trip leaders. 
  
While we do not have domestic/United States trips listed on our Adventure Trips 
schedule for 2024, it is our intention to include several in our 2025 schedule. I 
appreciate comments from several members showing interest in domestic/United 
States trips and we will make sure you have a choice in next year’s Adventure 
Trips Survey. 
  
Thank you to all our past and future travelers for your interest and participation 
in our Adventure Trips. Your feedback is very important to us as we put together 
Adventures for the future. 
  

Bob Strickland 

RSAC Adventure Trip Director 
 

https://roanokeskiclub.org/page-18155
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ADVENTURE TRIPS 2024 (continued) 
 
STATEMENT FROM THE RSAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  
 
“Regarding the scheduled Egypt / Nile River Cruise in April 2024, the Adventure 
Trips Director (Bob Strickland) has been in continuous contact with our trip 
operator at Alpine Adventures to monitor the ongoing situation in Israel and the 
Gaza Strip as well as the entire Middle East Region. The safety of our RSAC 
travelers is of utmost importance to Bob and the RSAC Board. We continue to 
evaluate our contractual and financial commitments to this trip so we understand 
all of our options. A decision to cancel or postpone this trip until April 2025 must 
be made by December 1, 2023. This information has been shared with all of our 
Egypt Trip participants. We want all of our participants to know that Bob and the 
RSAC Board are respectful of their concerns.” 
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Newsletter November 2023 
   

 

15 

2024 ADVENTURE TRIPS SUMMARY 

Egypt and River Nile Cruise  
April 11 - 20, 2024 
Bob Strickland 540-588-3889 or bobtwo02@gmail.com 
This trip is full.  
“This trip is currently under reconsideration due to Current 
Events in Israel / Gaza Strip” 
   

Iceland – The Land of Fire and ICE  
May 16 - 26, 2024 
Hillyard 540-529-4761 or cahillyard@outlook.com 
This trip is full. 
 

 

Southern France - Provence  
June 12 - 22, 2024 
Jerry Betters 540-597-4087 or jerbetters@hotmail.com, and 
Jill Betters 540-597-4250 or jbetters@live.com  
This trip is full. 
 
 

Slovenia and Croatia  
August 20 - 31, 2024 
Dave Brammer 540-529-7392 or dbrammer973@gmail.com 
This trip is full. 
 
 

Greek Isles  
September 25 – October 5, 2024 
Bill Fleshman 540-354-3417 or bill.fleshman1@gmail.com  
This trip is full. 
 

Barcelona and Southern Spain  
October 7 - 20, 2024 
Contact Kate Steinbacher 540-314-8005 or bizcoachkate@gmail.com  
This trip has openings.  
 
 

New Zealand and Sydney  
November 1 - 14, 2024 
Dave Cohan 540-330-3312 or dcohan720@gmail.com  
This trip is full. 
 
 

**If you are interested in a trip that’s currently full, please contact trip leader to get on the waitlist. 
 

Link to flyer on RSAC website   

https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Adventure%20Trips/06-30-2023_Final_Egypt%20and%20Nile%20River%20Cruise%20Flyer.pdf
mailto:bobtwo02@gmail.com?subject=RSAC%20Trip:%20Egypt%20and%20River%20Nile%20Cruise
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Adventure%20Trips/06-30-2023_Final_Iceland%20Flyer_V2_13864.pdf
mailto:cahillyard@outlook.com?subject=RSAC%20Trip:%20Iceland
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Adventure%20Trips/06-30-2023_Final_So%20France%20Trip%20Flyer.pdf
mailto:jerbetters@hotmail.com?subject=RSAC%20Trip:%20Southern%20France%20-%20Provence
mailto:jbetters@live.com?subject=RSAC%20Trip:%20Southern%20France%20-%20Provence
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Adventure%20Trips/06-30-2023_%20Final_Croatia%20brochure%5b13858%5d.pdf
mailto:dbrammer973@gmail.com?subject=RSAC%20Trip:%20Slovenia%20and%20Croatia
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Adventure%20Trips/06-30-2023_Final_Greek%20Flyer-1%5b13856%5d.pdf
mailto:bill.fleshman1@gmail.com?subject=RSAC%20Trip:%20Greek%20Isles
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Adventure%20Trips/8-8-23%20Spain%20brochure%20with%20Barcelona.pdf
mailto:bizcoachkate@gmail.com?subject=RSAC%20Trip:%20Barcelona%20and%20Southern%20Spain
https://roanokeskiclub.org/resources/Documents/Trips/2024%20Adventure%20Trips/7-5-23%20Flyer%20New%20Zealand%20-%20DropBoxHyperlink%20and%20Gmail%20-%20FINAL.pdf
mailto:dcohan720@gmail.com%20?subject=RSAC%20Trip:%20New%20Zealand%20and%20Sydney
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Treasurer’s 
Report: 
September 2023  
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MARKETING 
 
 

Pictures!  Pictures!  Pictures!   
Please email fun pictures from your favorite ski and adventure trips to us!  
 
We are updating our social media and websites to encourage new membership, and 
we would love to include your memories.   
 
Email photos to:  
Bill Hamill at billh1970@yahoo.com or  
Clive Hillyard at RSAC.newsletter@gmail.com  (Please note that this is not my 
private email address) 
 
Thanks! 
 
Carol Quarles 
Marketing Director 

 
~~~~ ~~~~ 

 

NEWSLETTER  
 

Want to add an entry for the monthly newsletter? – An anniversary, a birthday pending 
retirement, and other significant milestones, member recognition, “In the News”, 
“Memories”…….. 
 
Please contact the Newsletter Editor.  
 
 
 
 

ITEMS FOR SALE? 

To place a “For Sale” notice in the newsletter, please contact the Newsletter Editor. 

 

  

mailto:billh1970@yahoo.com
mailto:RSAC.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:RSAC.newsletter@gmail.com?subject=For%20Sale
mailto:RSAC.newsletter@gmail.com?subject=For%20Sale
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CLASSIFIEDS  
Embroidered RSAC logo available! 

 

Show your club spirit and look great on your next trip! 

For only $5 per item, you can now get the RSAC logo embroidered (as 

shown above) in black or royal blue on your favorite jacket, sweater, vest, 

shirt, hat or tote!   

(No leather, please.) 

 

 

Roanoke Mountain Adventures, RAM 

E-Bike tours and rentals 

  

Take your items to: 

Embroidery Concepts 

146 W 4th Street  

Salem, VA 24153   

Phone 540-387-0517 
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THAT’S ALL FOLKS!  

Stay tuned for next month’s news 
and activities.  
 
 
 

WE ARE NOT JUST A SKI CLUB! 

CHECK OUT OUR YEAR-ROUND ACTIVITIES AT: 
 

www.roanokeskiclub.org 
 
 

Click here to follow our Page on Facebook! 

Contact us at info@roanokeskiclub.org 
 
 

Roanoke Ski & Adventure Club Board Members:   
 

OFFICE   NAME 
President   Jill Betters 
Vice President  Jeff Wendell 
Treasurer   Dave Cohan 
Secretary   Melinda Cohan 
Ski Trip Director  Marla Kemsey 
Adventure Trip Director Bob Strickland 
Activities Director   Cathy Kern 
Program Director  Cyndi DeNeal 
Membership Director Susan Young 
Marketing Director  Carol Quarles 
Webmaster   Bill Hamill 
Newsletter Director Clive Hillyard 
Past Director  Don Hanley 

 

http://www.roanokeskiclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RoanokeSki/
mailto:info@roanokeskiclub.org
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